



























































































































































































































4 n 643  
   
 478 74.3 
 436 67.8 
 435 67.6 
 417 64.8 
 404 62.8 

















































































































































































Explanations given to classmates when a child with cancer returns to school: 
Perceptions of high school students using the situation assumption method
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Abstract
  The perceptions of high school students when a child with cancer returns to school were investigated. 
We conducted a self-administered questionnaire survey of high school students after assuming that two 
explanations were given to classmates, after ethical issues were considered. Valid responses (N =643) 
were analyzed. The results indicated giving explanations was effective because negative reactions 
decreased, and classmates’ understanding and corporation was easier to obtain compared to when no 
explanation was given. Moreover, we asked what the students wanted to explain, assuming that they had 
cancer. They wanted us to explain their symptoms, rather than the name of the illness, and that the illness 
is not infectious. They also wanted to ask classmates not to tease them because of hair loss. These results 
suggest that the content of explanations should be carefully considered in the future.
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